34     BURNING OF HUMAN BEINGS IN THE FIRES   CHAP.

The giants Dunkirk the procession of the giants took place on Mid-
on^id-irk summer Day> tne twenty-fourth of June. The festival,
summer which was known as the Follies of Dunkirk, attracted such
Day'          multitudes of spectators, that the inns and private houses

could not lodge them all, and many had to sleep in cellars
or in the streets. In 1755 an eye-witness estimated that
the number of onlookers was not less than forty thousand,
without counting the inhabitants of the town. The streets
through which the procession took its way were lined with
double ranks of soldiers, and the houses crammed with
spectators from top to bottom. High mass was celebrated in
the principal church and then the procession got under weigh.
First came the guilds or brotherhoods, the members walking
two and two with great waxen tapers, lighted, in their hands.
They were followed by the friars and the secular priests, and
then came the Abbot, magnificently attired, with the Host
borne before him by a venerable old man. When these
were past, the real " Follies of Dunkirk " began. They con-
sisted of pageants of various sorts wheeled through the streets
in cars. These appear to have varied somewhat from year
to year; but if we may judge from the processions of 1755
and 1757, both of which have been described by eye-witnesses,
a standing show was a car decked with foliage and branches
to imitate a wood, and carrying a number of men dressed in
leaves or in green scaly skins, who squirted water on the
people from pewter syringes. An English spectator has
compared these maskers to the Green Men of our own country
on May Day. Last of all came the giant and giantess.
The giant was a huge figure of wicker-work, occasionally as
much as forty-five feet high, dressed in a long blue robe with
gold stripes, which reached to his feet, concealing the dozen
or more men who made it dance and bob its head to the
spectators. This colossal effigy went by the name of Papa

F. W, Fairholt,  Gog and Magog, the     century.   In the eighteenth century the

Giants in   Guildhall^  their real and     procession  took   place   on   the   third

legendary History (London, 1859), pp.      Sunday in June,   which must always

78-87; W.   Mannhardt,  Batwikultus,      have   been within   about   a  week   of

p, 523, note.   It is said that the giantess     Midsummer Day (H. Gaidoz, 'c Le dieu

made her first appearance in 1665, and     gaulois du soleil et le symbolisme de

that the children were not added to the     la   roue," -Revue Archfologique,   iii,

show till the end of the seventeenth     serie iv.